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International Agreements  
UNCLOS, CBD, B ern Convention , CITES, Bonn Convention...  

Regional Agreements  
ACCOBAMS, ASCOBANS, OSPAR, Baltic Sea Action Plané 

EU Legislation   
Habitats Directive, CFP, Pingers  Regulation, MSFD, ELD é 

National legislation  
e.g. UK Offshore Habitats Regulations  

The legal framework  



Site   

protection  

Bern Convention; 
OSPAR ; 

ACCOBAMS ; 
[ASCOBANS]  

Habitats 
Directive ; [MSFD]  

Direct 
species 

protection  

[IWC]; Bern 
Convention, 
ACCOBAMS; 

[ASCOBANS]  

Habitats 
Directive  

Bycatch 
avoidance  

ACCOBAMS; 
[ASCOBANS]  

CFP ; Pingers 
Regulation;  

[Dolphin 
Conservation 

decision]  

Targeted species protection 
throughé 



 

 

Site protection ï  
Article 3 Habitats  Directive  

 

Implementation  

problems  

Scope  



Species protection ï  
Article 12 Habitats Directive  

ÅLack of data  

ÅConflict of competence: 
bycatch issue  

Ådiscrepancies in 
interpretation  

Ålack of co -ordination  

Åenforcement  
 

Implementation 
problems  

ÅAll  cetaceans  

ÅNo ódeliberateô capture, 
killing or disturbance  

Åno significant 
negative impact 
through óincidental ô 
capture and killing  
 

Scope  



Species protection ï 
bycatch  

Fisheries  

Integration 
principle: 

Article 
12(4) HD  

Pingers /  

drift nets  

CFP:  
Articles 2, 

4-9 



Recommendations ï 
Habitats Directive  

Improve 
implementation 

and enforcement  

Widen and clarify 
scope  

Apply and build on 
international and 

regional law  


